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at the court but among the masses as well. Humayun considered
the time opportune for holding a carnival of pleasure culminating
in the cirumcision* of the prince. As was his wont, the Emperor
asked his astrologers to fix an auspicious hour for the ceremony,
and ordered a seven-day run of festivities to precede it Bayazid
gives a vivid account of the manner in which Kabul was decorated
for the occasion. Carpets and tapestries of ingenious design were
hung over the outer walls of all palaces and public buildings. The
umefa competed with one another in embellishing the exteriors of
their houses with multi-coloured phoolkaris on which were inscribed
in Persian and Turki many a verse to felicitate the Emperor on the
happy occasion. Almsgiving and mass prayers in the main mosques
and city squares were the traditional ways in which the rich and
the poor associated themselves with the rejoicings.

A feature of the celebrations was a wrestling tournament in which
Humayun himself took part. He grappled with Imam Quli Qurch.
Neither Abul Fazl nor Bayazid records who won, but it may be a
reasonable surmise that the Emperor floored his opponent follow-
ing a brief exhibition of the shift-and-dodge art of wrestling. In his
youth, Humayun showed a remarkable aptitude for this sport, and
he invited many famous wrestlers to instruct him in the tricks that
humbled sheer might. The bout that aroused much interest was
the one between Mirza Hindal and Yadgar-Nasir Mirza. Very
nearly equal in strength, the two wrestled for over half an hour
before the contest was declared a draw. Bayazid tells of many
other evenly-contested bouts between high-ranking courtiers, and
ends by saying that seldom before had such a pageant of wrestling
been seen in Kabul. This show was the high-point of the celebra-
tions. Then Humayun bade preparations be made for a great feast,
He distributed fiefs, presents and robes of honour to his relatives
and courtiers. Mirza Hindal, who had distinguished himself in the
battle for Kabul, received the important principality of Ghazni
and its dependencies, while Zamindawar and Tiri were given to
Ulugh Mirza.**
Humayun was not fated to enjoy for long this spell of compara-

* According to Vincent A- Smith, Akbar's cirumcision ceremony was-
held on 6 March 1546. It was only after this date that this dependence on
wet nurses ended.
**Ulugh Mirza was the son of Muhammad Sultan Mirza.